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Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

                           GTC Services 
                   01278 751 220 
                 07766 913 510  
                 Pest Control   
           
           www.gtcservices.co.uk 
Pest & Vermin Control in Brent Knoll,  
Burnham, Berrow & Brean since 2003 
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Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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Tel: 01278 760225          Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat & Sun 8am-12.30pm 
 

 
 

 

Brent Knoll Village Shop 

 
 

 
 

An essential part of village life 
 

 Fresh fruit and vegetables – buy single 
items NOT wrapped in plastic 

 Frozen meat from local butchers – fresh 
meat to order 

 Cards for all occasions 
 Local honey 
 Jon Thorners pies and quiches 
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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s
St Christopher, Lympsham St Michael, Brent Knoll St Mary, East Brent

Contacts Baptisms 

To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.  

Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.churchofenglandchristenings.org

Weddings

Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church 
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates 
and times, also talk with you about the qualifying 
connection you must have with the Parish and to take your 
contact details.

You will then be contacted to arrange a mutually convenient 
time to meet to discuss your commitment and requirements.

Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.yourchurchwedding.org

Funerals

Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Church 
Administrator to arrange your requirements.

                                    *******************
Visit our website –
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Priest-in-Charge 
We are now in a period of Interregnum please 

therefore contact Church office for any enquiries   

Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter 
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ 

Tel 01278 769082 
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com 

Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00  
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 

 
Churchwardens 

St Christopher’s, Lympsham 
Gwen Hatton 01934 750416 / gwenhatton@gmail.com 

St Mary’s, East Brent 
Kathy Quinnell 01278 760031 /kathyquinnell10@gmail.com 

St Michael’s, Brent Knoll 
Frances James 01278 760287 
Mike Smith 01278 760691 / mjbsmith87@gmail.com 

Church Treasurer – Jim Hanmer 
01934 750076 /  j.hanmer@btinternet.com 

 
PCC Secretary – Mrs Carole Carter 

01278 769082 / office.tpots@gmail.com 

Services for September 2018
. Service Time Church
  2nd September
Trinity 15

Holy Communion – BCP
Parish Eucharist

  8.00am
10.00am

St. Christopher’s Lympsham
St. Christopher’s Lympsham

  9th September
Trinity 16

Holy Communion – BCP
Parish Eucharist

  8.00am
10.00am

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Mary’s East Brent

16th September
Trinity 17

Holy Communion – BCP
Parish Eucharist

  8.00am
10.00am

St. Christopher’s Lympsham
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll

23rd September
Trinity 18

Holy Communion – BCP
Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer

  8.00am
10.00am
  6.30pm

St. Mary’s East Brent
St. Christopher’s Lympsham
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll

30th September
Trinity 19 Parish Eucharist 10.00am St. Christopher’s Lympsham
Every Wednesday Holy Communion 10.00am St. Christopher’s Lympsham

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota
9th September 8.00am Tim Hannah

16th September 10.00am J Harper & S Wingate
23rd September 6.30pm Gerard Keele

Church Register –
Holy Baptism Grace Ronnie Anne Corfield At Rest Raymond John Haines

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com)
Minister Revd. Steve Bennett

As I’m writing, the holiday season is far from over but you wouldn’t think that by looking at 
the weather (or maybe you would!).  However, I’m sure that none of us can complain after 
those long hot sunny summer days we all shared throughout June and July and I’m certain 
that every gardener and farmer within our community is very thankful for the much needed
rain which followed the end of the heat wave.
Thank you to everybody who organised - and most of all attended - our Praise for Pets 
service earlier in the summer.  There was an excellent turn out and we all enjoyed seeing 
our furry friends in our congregation (as well as our human ones, naturally!).  A special 
mention should go to Barney and Zac, our own minister Steve’s and his wife Liz’s lovely 
cockapoos whose voices were in fine fettle joining in our praise in song.  There was also a 
quite poignant moment as Rev Margaret blessed our prayer tree, which included pictures of 
those animals who were either unable to be there or are sadly no longer with us.  An 
additional special thank you also goes out to all the toddlers who coloured in pictures of 
animals for us to decorate the church with and which brightened up the morning.
A thank you also goes out to all those who supported our August coffee mornings.  Seeing 
our village friends, together with those from our Methodist Circuit, is always an absolute joy, 
and as previously mentioned, four charities benefitted from your generosity.  I don’t have the 
final totals at this time but I will let you have full details in the October edition of Brent Knoll 
News.
Looking ahead, September is not only the start of the new school year but also the start of 
the new Methodist one.  And we are going to start this new year by opening our chapel for a 
time of prayer on the first Monday of each month.  As reported in the last issue of Brent Knoll 
News, we are thinking especially of parents and carers who do the frantic school run and 
would like an oasis of calm at the beginning of their busy week.  Our church has a beautiful 
prayer tree on which to hang your requests or a ribbon.  Tea lights will also be available for 
those who would like to light one - either in prayer or in remembrance of a loved one.  Or 
please do just come and sit in the peace and serenity of this chapel.  There will also be 
someone in the school room if you would like a chat or a coffee during this time.  The church 
will be open on Monday 3rd September between 8.45am - 10.30am.
As Autumn fast approaches, we will be giving thanks for all the good things the summer has 
given us as we celebrate our Harvest Festival on 9th September.  Our chapel will be 
decorated accordingly as we give thanks for all our rural community has to offer.  This 
service of thanksgiving will be followed by a home prepared shared lunch.  It goes without 
saying that all are welcome to come and join us as we celebrate this special time in our 
country church calendar.
As we look forward to all Autumn has to offer, our young people are especially in our 
thoughts and prayers as we’d like to wish them every success and happiness as they begin 
school for the first time, return to school or embark on new adventures, either beginning a 
new stage in their further education or as they enter the working world.  We wish them every 
happiness and success, and, of course, every blessing.
From all of us at Brent Knoll Methodist Church, God bless you. Rosemary Krull

Preachers for September at 10.30am
2nd September : Rev Steve Marr (Holy Communion)
9th September : Rev Jim McKnight (Harvest Festival)

16th September : Local arrangement
23rd September : Mr Harvey Allen
30th September : Rev Steve Bennett6 August: Rev Steve Bennett
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The simple reason is Kingfisher supplies high 
quality windows at competitive prices. It’s 
always difficult, as a school, having to find at 
least three quotes from contractors we would 
be happy to deal with and the school governors 
would approve. We never know what we’re going 
to get until the job is done...it’s been reassuring 
to have a customer service we know we can rely 
on. Always a friendly and helpful service from 
everyone we’ve dealt with.”

- Paul Hellend, Berrow School

8 Mill Batch Farm, 
East Brent
Near Highbridge,  
TA9 4JN 
Tel 01278 760616

14a Broad Street 
Wells, 

BA5 2DN  
Tel 01749 671431 

hello@thekingfisherfamily.com     www.thekingfisherfamily.com
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Call now for a free no 
obligation quote 
 

We will aim to beat  
all written quotes 
 
 
 

Part P Qualified  
 

17
th

 Edition 
 

Inspection & Testing 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Registered 

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset 
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Basic pet obedience, Rally 
obedience, Agility, Flyball, 
Heelwork to music and fun 

classes. 
Behavioural problems a 

speciality. 
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM

raw meats. 
For further details phone: 

01278 760 477
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Kenny Gordon and Son – Plant Hire. 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK AND FIELD FENCING. 

EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS, HORSE ARENAS & HEDGE CUTTING. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT OUR WEBSITE:- 

www.Kennygordonplanthire.co.uk 

Tel:  01278 760642 / 07885 251697 / 07591 029484 
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Brent Knoll Parish Council  
Meeting Summary – July 2018 

Meeting Attendance: 10 Councillors the clerk and no members of the public in attendance.   
Minutes of the June meeting. 
The Minutes of the 6th June were approved as a true and accurate reflection of the meeting. 
Declarations of Pecuniary, Prejudicial and Personal interest declared as follows:-  
Cllr R Filmer declared a personal interest on matters relating to Sedgemoor and County as the elected 
Councillor for the District and the County.  Cllr Filmer declared an interest to avoid pre-determination as 
a member of the District Planning Authority on planning. 
Matters associated with this agenda.  Cllr P Osborn Prejudicial and Pecuniary interest on application 
07/18/00013 as a neighbour to the proposed application.  Also Cllr R Filmer Personal, Prejudicial and 
Pecuniary interest on planning application no 07/18/00016 as a neighbouring property.  Cllr I Ward 
personal interest on application no 07/18/00016.  Cllrs Filmer and Ward personal interest on matters 
relating to payments to the Parish Hall as trustees of the Parish Hall. 
Planning Considerations 
Cllr Filmer left the meeting having declared an interest. 
07/18/00011: Notice of proposed agricultural development prior notification of a new roof over the 
existing yard to house animals at Wick Farm Wick Lane Lympsham.  Response: Support of the grounds 
of Animal Welfare.  Unanimous. 
07/18/00012: Horse Chestnut ( T1 within area 1) crown lift over garden to 4-5 m above ground level 
and trim back 2-3 m from electricity Pole at Hilberry, 104, Brent Street Brent Knoll  TA9 4BB.  Response: 
Support on the grounds of good arboreal practice and safety issues regarding an electric pole nearby. 
Cllr P Osborn left the meeting having declared an interest. 
07/18/00013: Listed building consent – alterations. Internal and external alterations to kitchen and 
utility and bedroom (partly implemented) at 144, Brent Street Brent Knoll TA9 4BE.  Response: Support 
unanimously on the grounds of maintaining the conservation issues relating to the property. 
Cllr P Osborn Returned to the meeting. 
07/18/00010: Part retrospective application for the change of use of land for travellers caravan site for 
2 pitches each comprising 1 mobile home 1 semi-detached dayroom and associated development on 
land at Oakdale, Battleborough Lane, Brent Knoll.  Response: Objection by the Parish Council on the 
grounds of layout and density together with traffic movements.  Also visual impact that is not in keeping 
with the view of Brent Knoll and the visibility aspect to the environment.  Unanimous. 
07/18/00016: Erection of a single storey extension to rear East Elevation, First floor extension with 
terrace to side North Elevation, internal alterations and the erection of a detached garage at 46, Brent 
Street Brent Knoll TA9 4DT.  Response: Support on the grounds of improved visual amenity and 
enhanced to the building line. 
Cllr Filmer returned to the meeting 
Key Matters agreed and resolutions approved:- 

1. Bristol Water to continue to improve and maintain surrounding areas of the BK Reservoir. 
2. No Cycling signs to be fixed Knoll footpath. 
3. Bin opposite School to be investigated by SDC as to level of use. 
4. Roger Ward kindly agreed to update notice boards from September. 
5. Telephone Kiosk being updated with local information. 
6. Options on Play Surface replacements are currently being agreed. 
7. A Plaque for the Coronation Oak has now been agreed for the Glebe Field. 
8. Agreement to replace the village Notice board near the Parish Hall £385. 
9. Consideration being given to Cedar Close Triangle for regular Contract maintenance. 
10. Quotes for Painting of the Village Green fencing to the side and rear being considered. 

 Continued on Page 12 
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A Safer Church for all
Two years ago I was asked by the two Archbishops to become the lead bishop for 
safeguarding for the Church of England.  This is a responsibility I undertake alongside my 
ministry as Bishop of Bath and Wells. 
I was therefore much involved with the July’s General Synod, which once again had an 
important focus on safeguarding.  During the debates I spoke about the Church’s journey of 
safeguarding; our history (with many shameful episodes), our present (a commitment to 
improve but a work in progress) and our hopes for the future (ensuring the Church is a safe 
and welcoming place for all).
I have been asked, on more than one occasion, whether the role of safeguarding bishop 
should fall to a bishop who already has responsibility for a diocese and my answer is always 
an emphatic ‘yes’. Since 2016 I may have been the face of the Church of England on 
safeguarding matters, but providing a safer church for all is the responsibility of every one of 
us, and I believe that my connection with life in the parishes is essential to my national role.
In our diocese we have a first-rate safeguarding team who are supporting the hugely 
dedicated people in our parishes who are playing their part to ensure our churches are the 
place of safety they should be. I am deeply grateful for all that they do and it will be an 
honour this month to preside over a service in Wells Cathedral, which recognises the 
particular contribution and commitment of all our Parish Safeguarding Officers.
I have said we must own the responsibility of safeguarding in every diocese and in every 
Cathedral, parish and chaplaincy and this is a group of individuals who has taken this 
responsibility to heart and is acting to deliver it. They deserve our thanks. The service will 
be at 2.00pm on Saturday, 29th September and everyone is welcome to come to show their 
support for this important work of safeguarding children and vulnerable adults.
The church has acknowledged and apologised to survivors of church-related abuse and has 
reiterated its commitment to address and learn from the failings of the past. However, it is in 
the courage and grace of the survivors that I have met along with the commitment of all 
individuals in the parishes, where I find the hope for the future as we strive together to make 
the Church a safer place for all.
With warm Christian greetings. The Rt Revd Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells

Toddlers
We hope you all had a lovely summer and we look forward to hearing about your 
adventures when we return for the start of the new term on Tuesday 11th

September.
We had a very special guest on our summer outing this year – Arianna’s beautiful 
new baby sister, Luna, who was only a few days old.  “Congratulations” to Arianna’s 

family and we will see how much Luna has grown when Toddlers re-starts.
The outing also marked Charlie’s last day with us, so we said a fond farewell to Charlie and 
his mummy.  We have loved having you both at the group and we will miss you (and 
Mummy’s delicious home-made biscuits) very much.
See everyone else on 11th. Jane

Brent Knoll Harvest Supper 2018
It’s Harvest Supper time again. Our annual Harvest Supper will be on Saturday October 20th

in the Parish Hall commencing at 7.15pm prompt.
Music this year is provided by “The Fabulous Top Mix”, which will be a great evening of 60’s,
70’s music and more.
Admission is by ticket only, so book early to avoid disappointment.  Tickets cost £15.00 
which includes supper and a complimentary glass of cider or fruit juice on arrival.
Tickets are available from Eddie Fuller on 01278 760308 or from the Village Shop. Eddie
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and welcoming place for all).
I have been asked, on more than one occasion, whether the role of safeguarding bishop 
should fall to a bishop who already has responsibility for a diocese and my answer is always 
an emphatic ‘yes’. Since 2016 I may have been the face of the Church of England on 
safeguarding matters, but providing a safer church for all is the responsibility of every one of 
us, and I believe that my connection with life in the parishes is essential to my national role.
In our diocese we have a first-rate safeguarding team who are supporting the hugely 
dedicated people in our parishes who are playing their part to ensure our churches are the 
place of safety they should be. I am deeply grateful for all that they do and it will be an 
honour this month to preside over a service in Wells Cathedral, which recognises the 
particular contribution and commitment of all our Parish Safeguarding Officers.
I have said we must own the responsibility of safeguarding in every diocese and in every 
Cathedral, parish and chaplaincy and this is a group of individuals who has taken this 
responsibility to heart and is acting to deliver it. They deserve our thanks. The service will 
be at 2.00pm on Saturday, 29th September and everyone is welcome to come to show their 
support for this important work of safeguarding children and vulnerable adults.
The church has acknowledged and apologised to survivors of church-related abuse and has 
reiterated its commitment to address and learn from the failings of the past. However, it is in 
the courage and grace of the survivors that I have met along with the commitment of all 
individuals in the parishes, where I find the hope for the future as we strive together to make 
the Church a safer place for all.
With warm Christian greetings. The Rt Revd Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells

Toddlers
We hope you all had a lovely summer and we look forward to hearing about your 
adventures when we return for the start of the new term on Tuesday 11th

September.
We had a very special guest on our summer outing this year – Arianna’s beautiful 
new baby sister, Luna, who was only a few days old.  “Congratulations” to Arianna’s 

family and we will see how much Luna has grown when Toddlers re-starts.
The outing also marked Charlie’s last day with us, so we said a fond farewell to Charlie and 
his mummy.  We have loved having you both at the group and we will miss you (and 
Mummy’s delicious home-made biscuits) very much.
See everyone else on 11th. Jane

Brent Knoll Harvest Supper 2018
It’s Harvest Supper time again. Our annual Harvest Supper will be on Saturday October 20th

in the Parish Hall commencing at 7.15pm prompt.
Music this year is provided by “The Fabulous Top Mix”, which will be a great evening of 60’s,
70’s music and more.
Admission is by ticket only, so book early to avoid disappointment.  Tickets cost £15.00 
which includes supper and a complimentary glass of cider or fruit juice on arrival.
Tickets are available from Eddie Fuller on 01278 760308 or from the Village Shop. Eddie
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Adam Popham
Director 
A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd 

Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural 
local Electrical contractor 

All aspects of electrical work 
undertaken in a courteous, friendly 

and professional manner 
Mark, Somerset,     07738221754
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A professional, caring and friendly 
veterinary service for your pet. 

 
We can offer you and your pet: 

24 hour on-site emergency service  

24 hour on-site nursing care  

Modern facilities and equipment  

Large car park with disabled access 

Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm  

Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm 

Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794 
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592  

email: admin@blakevets.co.uk 

    Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk 
Consultations by appointment only.
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A professional, caring and friendly 
veterinary service for your pet. 

 
We can offer you and your pet: 

24 hour on-site emergency service  

24 hour on-site nursing care  

Key hole minimally invasive surgery  

Large car park with disabled access 

Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm  

Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm 

Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794 
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592  

email: admin@blakevets.co.uk 

     Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk 
 Consultations by appointment only. 
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Did you know… 
 Sedgemoor District Council fund  
a loan scheme for homeowners and 
landlords for essential home repairs  

and improvements?* 
For more information, visit 

www.wrcic.org.uk, call 01823 
461099, or email 

enquiries@wrcic.org.uk 

Your local, community lender working in 
partnership with  

Sedgemoor District Council  
 

Wessex Resolutions CIC 
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, 

Taunton, TA4 1EU 
* Subject to Status 

hello@retreat-rossholme.co.uk
    @retreatatrossholme   .

r e t r e a t- r o s s h o l m e . c o . u k

Hidden in the Clock Tower of the former 
girls school is your own personal haven 

for health, beauty and wellbeing.  
With our exclusive policy we only attend 
to one client at a time, from essential to 

luxurious each treatment tailored for you.

NOW OPEN
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
CALL 01278 557 990
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BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST www.btc.ac.uk

With so many opportunities 
offered at our campuses, online 
and in the workplace, now’s a 
great time to embrace lifelong 
learning and professional and 
personal growth!

LEARN WITH A LOAN

FREE DISTANCE LEARNING  
COURSES AVAILABLE!

ENROL NOW!
COURSES FOR ADULTS

Nut Tree Farm  
Goat Products 
Come and visit us at  

The Goat Hut 
School Lane, Woolavington. 

Or  
Burnham, Brent Knoll, Wedmore 
and Bleadon Farmers Markets.  

Goats milk, cheese, fudge, 
homemade quiche, cheesecake 
and soap.  All made using milk 

from our own goats.  

Maria 07759 082 623 
FB@NutTreeFarmGoats 
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Brent Knoll Parish Council - Continued 
Finance Matters. 
All Payments as listed on the agenda were approved unanimously. 
Full copy of the minutes is available on the website and also from the Clerk. 
Forthcoming meetings. 
Next main meeting Wednesday 5th September 7pm for the public session, followed by the main 
meeting of the Parish Council.  Parish Surgery for anyone to visit the Parish Council with local issues.  
This will be at 4.30pm-6pm.  Also September 19th for any urgent planning matters if needed (no 
surgery on this date). Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk  Tel 07917 445 215 

Care for our Elderly
I am a volunteer for the Age UK Somerset Charity.  Our aim is to help with the wellbeing and 
independence of older people, add value to later life and alleviate loneliness.
Should you know of anyone who may benefit from our services, please do let me know, for 
referral to our Taunton HQ for evaluation and assessment.  
Funding for this stand-alone Charity is a critical issue.  Should you wish to help with a 
donation, please make cheques payable to “Age UK Somerset” and forward to me as 
follows:- Thank you.
John Carlin, Hill Cottage, 40, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4DT.
E-mail:- johncarlin1657@gmail.com               John Carlin

Improving our church buildings
You will be aware the Parish’s PCC has been considering how to improve our buildings to 
make them fit for the 21st Century and of greater value to the whole community.  This was 
also one of the major themes that emerged from the recent Parish Vision survey.
We do not believe it would be correct to make any significant changes until our new Priest is 
in place, which may not be until 2019.
However, we have concluded that we must do essential maintenance work, which mainly 
includes roof, masonry and rain water goods repairs.  Concurrently, we believe we can do 
some internal work.  As an example, two buildings need new heating systems and two need 
internal toilet and refectory facilities.
However, none of this is possible without your help!
We need at least one person representing each village to take responsibility for arranging 
quotations for the planned work (plans and specifications will be provided) and overseeing 
the work.  Any technical requirements will be provided by our Architect, this role is primarily 
someone on the spot to deal with any issues that arise.
If you would like to know more, or put your name forward, please contact Jim 
Hanmer, j.hanmer@btinternet.com or 07771 547 669 or speak to one of the 
churchwardens.
There will also be a need for fundraising, but we will know more on that once we understand 
potential costs and grant funding available and, of course, have someone to support locally.  
However, if you would like to co-ordinate fundraising in your village, please let us know.

The Parish of Three Saints
Research into past notable residents. 
I am at present researching the lives of two Brent Knoll residents and would appreciate 
any help that can be given. The residents are: 
Edward Symes (Surgeon) who died 27th February 1781, and is buried in a Chest Tomb 
in the Church yard, and:
Isaac Phelps (Gent) who died 17th March 1790.  He was a land owner whose land was 
in the Musk Farm area. I can be contacted on 760 556. G E Brown
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Basic pet obedience, Rally 
obedience, Agility, Flyball, 
Heelwork to music and fun 

classes. 
Behavioural problems a 

speciality. 
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM

raw meats. 
For further details phone: 

01278 760 477
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Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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KENNY GORDON      
PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK & FIELD 
FENCING. 

EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT 

www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
Tel:  01278 760 642 / 07885 251 697 

Brent Knoll based 
childminder taking all ages 

Call Darby if you’re interested 
or know someone who is. 

Mob: 07946 163 501 
Email: 

darbymears95@gmail.com 
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Congratulations
Mike and Janet Ostler of the Red Cow Public House were honoured recently being 
awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award by Enterprise Inns for outstanding service.  A 
spokesman for the Group said they were nominated for the award as they run the Red 
Cow to an extremely high standard and that they are wonderful ambassadors to the pub 
industry.  Mike and Janet have been at the Red Cow for thirty-eight years and this long 
service and hard work has been recognised and appreciated by local people and by the 
firm itself.  The chief executive of the Group said that their knowledge of the business is 
second to none and this accolade is well deserved.  They were awarded a trophy, a 
certificate and a cheque for £1000 and a short stay in Bordeaux.  Their son Andrew and 
elder daughter Helen, who received the award on their behalf, are continuing with the 
business.  The Red Cow has been a great asset to Brent Knoll village, which is proud of 
their achievement and adds its congratulations and best wishes for the future. BDF

Christmas Fair at St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll 
This is an advance notice that the Parish of Three Saints will be holding our Annual 
Christmas Fair on Saturday December 1st - 10am to 1pm at St Michael’s Church.  This 
year we do not intend to have commercial stalls.  Instead we are intending to set up an 
exhibition of local crafts.  Rosemary is also hoping to organise a small exhibition of 
Nativity sets.  So if you have a Nativity set that you could lend us for the occasion we 
would be most grateful.
There will be the traditional opportunity to hear and join in with carol singing, and we 
hope that the local hand bell ringers will be able to participate.  We will continue to sell 
handicraft items because these make a significant contribution to the profit we make at 
the Fair.  What we need are items that could be sold as small Christmas presents or 
decorations.  So, if you would like to occupy yourself as the evenings draw in during the 
Autumn, we would welcome the products for sale on our Church stall.  Please contact me 
or Rosemary on gerard.keele@btinternet.com or 769 010 if you are able to make a 
contribution. Ged and Rosemary

Finger Posts in the Village
I wonder how many people in the village have noticed that some of the Finger Posts in 
the village have been refurbished? 
I would like to congratulate the council on a job well done.  The Contractor used was very 
experienced in this type of work and the finished article looks very good. 
Over the years, when parts had broken the replacement parts were not to the same 
standard as the original and looked out of place. 
Finger Posts were originally maintained by the County Council, but, like many other 
things due to cut backs, this is no longer the case and it is left to the local Council. 
I hope that we agree that they are a credit to the village. GE Brown

‘Kick the Cat’ – Thank You
What a fabulous evening we had at the ‘Kick the Cat’ on Saturday July 21st. The music 
was great and it was just so lovely to see everyone, all ages, enjoying themselves on a 
glorious Summer’s evening. 
It was a perfect event in every way so a big “thank you” to Bob and the Parish Hall crew 
for all you did in giving us such a fun, memorable time. Tim and Jane

FRONT COVER Photo
Mike and Janet Ostler at the Red Cow. Congratulations on your well-deserved award. Bob
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At our June meeting, the Burnham U3A Group Ukulele 
band played for us.  It was a large group of musicians and they all seemed happy to 
perform.  The band usually does a couple of hours practice a week and plays for clubs, 
events and Old People’s Homes, which they really enjoy.  I had expected them to play 
George Formby numbers, but not on this occasion; it was mostly old pop music.  They 
played songs which we could sing along with, music to hand-jive to and music to do the 
twist to, which got most of our attendees on their feet and gyrating. It was quite a jolly 
afternoon.  At the end of the performance, both the band and the audience were ready 
for refreshments, which the tea ladies were happy to supply.
Our July meeting was held in the gardens of Ivy Clad House, and I am glad to say the 
weather was kind to us, not too hot as was the case in the days previously.  Everything 
contributed to a perfect afternoon. Francis showed us some photographs of the first 
Good Companions’ meeting held in her garden.  Not a lot of difference in the attendees 
except everyone wore a hat.  I wonder if the fashion for hats will ever return, although the 
Queen always wears one and very smart and pretty she looks.
Dates for the next meetings:-

September 19th - Wildlife around Brent Knoll - Ged Keele
October 17th - It shouldn’t to a writer - Michael Malaghan
November 21st - Christmas Fayre

We are a friendly group and welcome visitors and new members.  We meet at 2.30pm in 
the Parish Hall on the third Wednesday of every month.  For more information, contact 
either Karen Russell on 01278 769 382 or Ann Robson 01278 760 981. AR

WI Craft Group
We will meet at 2.30pm on Monday September 17th in the Methodist Church school
room.
We are a small friendly group, which likes to knit or craft, chatter and have a cuppa.
We have enjoyed having some sewing friends with us and would welcome other people 
who craft, to join us, whatever the craft may be.
You don’t have to be a WI member to join us.
We continue to knit hats and scarves for Mission to Seafarers, as well as blankets for 
premature babies.  
For further details, please contact me on 01278 760 691 Margaret Smith

LEBE’s Community Café
We would like to Welcome You to LEBE’s Community café.
Open every Tuesday 11am-3pm at the Pavilion, Lympsham.
Come on in for good company, great coffee/tea and excellent 
homemade cakes.
Make new friends, meet old ones and help to make this the place you 
want to come!  All people, ideas and well behaved dogs welcome.
Tel: Ros Dark 01934 750602 or 07976 485010 for more information.

Lympsham, Eastertown, BrentKnoll and EastBrent Community Café

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
The next meeting of The Royal British Legion will be held on Tuesday 4th

September at the Red Cow Inn, 7.30pm for 7.45pm.
All new and present members are welcome.                            Eddie Fuller
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Good Companions’ meeting held in her garden.  Not a lot of difference in the attendees 
except everyone wore a hat.  I wonder if the fashion for hats will ever return, although the 
Queen always wears one and very smart and pretty she looks.
Dates for the next meetings:-

September 19th - Wildlife around Brent Knoll - Ged Keele
October 17th - It shouldn’t to a writer - Michael Malaghan
November 21st - Christmas Fayre

We are a friendly group and welcome visitors and new members.  We meet at 2.30pm in 
the Parish Hall on the third Wednesday of every month.  For more information, contact 
either Karen Russell on 01278 769 382 or Ann Robson 01278 760 981. AR

WI Craft Group
We will meet at 2.30pm on Monday September 17th in the Methodist Church school
room.
We are a small friendly group, which likes to knit or craft, chatter and have a cuppa.
We have enjoyed having some sewing friends with us and would welcome other people 
who craft, to join us, whatever the craft may be.
You don’t have to be a WI member to join us.
We continue to knit hats and scarves for Mission to Seafarers, as well as blankets for 
premature babies.  
For further details, please contact me on 01278 760 691 Margaret Smith

LEBE’s Community Café
We would like to Welcome You to LEBE’s Community café.
Open every Tuesday 11am-3pm at the Pavilion, Lympsham.
Come on in for good company, great coffee/tea and excellent 
homemade cakes.
Make new friends, meet old ones and help to make this the place you 
want to come!  All people, ideas and well behaved dogs welcome.
Tel: Ros Dark 01934 750602 or 07976 485010 for more information.

Lympsham, Eastertown, BrentKnoll and EastBrent Community Café

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
The next meeting of The Royal British Legion will be held on Tuesday 4th

September at the Red Cow Inn, 7.30pm for 7.45pm.
All new and present members are welcome.                            Eddie Fuller ������������������������������������������������������
����
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PETER EVERETT 
Registered Osteopath

Highbridge  
Medical Centre 
Pepperall Road 
Highbridge 

Somerset
TA9 3YA 

01278 793223

Practice premises: - 

12 Woodborough Road,  
Winscombe BS25 1AA 

01934 844764

Burnham 
Medical Centre 

Love Lane 
Burnham-on-Sea 

Somerset
TA8 1EU 

01278 793223 

Can now be seen at the addresses below: -
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Kathryn Talbot 
Office and Secretarial Services 

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, 
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, 
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc. 
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service 
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc. 

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393 

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com 
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Brent Knoll House Histories
European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 24
Last month I mentioned that Christopher Bennett had taken over the Red Cow by at least 1871, as 
he is mentioned as living at the Red Cow in Brent Street in the census of that year.  He appears to 
have lived in Wick Lane prior to this, where his father, also named Christopher, died on August 23rd 
1870, aged 79 years. 
Once established, the new owner of the Red Cow did experience some of the normal problems 
encountered by most publicans.  A story in the papers in November 1871 states that Charles 
Daunton and Ann, his wife, were charged with refusing to leave the beer-house when requested to 
do so, though it was agreed that the Ann did not refuse and attempted to persuade Charles to leave.  
He was fined 5s and costs, the case against Ann was dismissed. 
A more serious case 
happened when, just 
over a week before 
Christmas 1876, 
additional help was 
required to eject three 
family members who 
were said to be “drunken 
and riotous.” 
Two weeks later another 
aspect of life as a 
Victorian publican was 
recorded, as at that time 
the premises were being 
used, like many other public houses, for a number of purposes we would not expect to find in a 
modern pub.  On the 30th December 1876, for instance, an inquest was held on the premises.  This 
concerned Jemima Dowden, who was about 66 (many people were a little uncertain of their age at 
that time) and had been found in a ditch at South Brent by Mr. Charles Pring on the previous 
Thursday morning.  The coroner was a Mr Wybrants and the jury, led by Mr. G Harris, who had been 
chosen as their foreman, returned a verdict of “Found Drowned,” which does sound a little obvious, 
but, presumably, suggests they could not be certain exactly how she had met her death. 
This was obviously not the only time inquests were held at the Red Cow, as in May 1888 another 
case is recorded, before Mr. S. Craddock, on the body of a man who had been seen passing 
Lympsham Lane and was, consequently, presumed to have come from Weston-super-Mare.  
Apparently, he had staggered into Burton Row Farm, where Henry Rich, the farmer, was told he felt 
faint and giddy and was hungry.  Asked where he came from, the stranger replied that he had been a 
groom for a gentleman, who had sold all his horses, which led to him being asked to leave, so now 
he was unemployed.  Henry allowed the man to lie down in his cow shed on a ‘billey’ [bundle] of 
straw and went to get him some bread and meat. However, when given it the man did not eat it and 
when Henry returned again, after half an hour, he found him dead. 
P. C. Perry was called, as was Mr Waddon, the local registrar of births, marriages and deaths, and 
they removed the body to the Red Cow and sent for Dr. Bayliffe, who said he thought the man was 
about 43 years of age and had died from exhaustion following acute pleurisy.  A tragic tale and one 
which not only shows the Red Cow being used for another inquest, but also as the place where the 
body was taken for post-mortem examination – I’m not sure that would be allowed today, or would 
be welcomed if it was! Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued
By this time, ownership of the Red Cow had changed, as Christopher Bennett had died in 1881.  I 
have not been able to identify the cause of his death, but he was only 54 years of age and was 
just coming up to his 25th wedding anniversary.  He must have died very early in the year, as, on 
the 19th March that year, Jane Bennett, Christopher’s widow, was granted a temporary licence, 
extending until the next annual renewal date, enabling her to carry on her former husband’s 
business in her own name.  She continued to act as landlord for around eleven years, so the 
Burton Row Farm incident, mentioned above, occurred during the time she was landlady. 
I don’t know whether the weather had something to do with his death, but one of the most 
severe blizzards ever to hit this country happened on the night of the 17th and morning of the 
18th of January that year.  Although this part of Somerset did not record the lowest 
temperatures, or the deepest snowfalls, nevertheless around 8 to 10 inches of snow fell in the 
area in 24 hours, though some parts of the country had snow up to three or four times that 
amount.  Temperatures went down to record lows, some suggesting they reached -30oC in parts 
of the country.  Though this was not a formal measurement, so is not accepted by the 
Meteorological Office, it still indicates temperature lows I have not witnessed in my lifetime.  
The Bath Chronicle reported temperatures there of around -11.3C, which is cold enough. 
Another rather less surprising type of event, which often took place in public houses at this time, 
were auctions.  Some were auctions of property (we will come back to one of those next month), 
others could be for produce or other items of 
value.  One such took place on the 22nd October 
1885, when Messrs. Palmer and Stiling, of 
Burnham, used the Red Cow for an auction of 
grass and apples, the property of John Turner 
Henning Esq., a local farmer.  They had already 
sold his livestock, at the farm, as he “is declining 
the farming business, on account of ill-health.”  
This had included 9 ewes in lamb, 2 other ewes 
and 2 lambs, 17 other lambs, 28 fat sheep, a ram, 
a bullock and 10 heifer calves, plus a “Springer 
rising 3”, a horse, a waggon and a putt (a cart, 
which was originally a two-wheeled vehicle, 
being able to be turned up at the axle to discharge the load).  Also included was 24 acres of grass 
in four lots until Lady Day next.  This new auction appears to be from outliers to the main farm 
and also provides rights until Lady Day next, i.e. the 25th March 1886.  So, presumably, 6p.m. to 
let people come after work and the Red Cow so that those attending could have a drink at the 
same time! John Page 

When is a cow not a cow?
A relative of mine manages a school, which was having a new building erected. On 
examining the work in progress, she discovered there were a number of features which did 
not appear to comply with the original plans. A meeting was called to discuss them and, 
shortly after, she received the minutes from the builder, which stated, “the cow is not happy 
with some of the work.” She was a little taken by surprise to read this and sought out the 
person who wrote them. “What does this say?” she asked rather indignantly, to which the 
response was “It says the clerk-of-works is not happy with some of the work.”

John Page
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Women’s Society
In June, we had a really pleasant evening B.B.Q. with Viv and Mac.  Thank you to you 
both for a happy evening, especially the rides on the little train!
Our last meeting before the summer break was held at the home of Lyn Brafield.  Thank 
you so much to Lyn for hosting the evening and to all our members who provided so 
many delicious savouries and sweets to eat.  With the glorious weather, we were able to 
appreciate the garden for the whole evening - a real treat!
On Thursday September 27th, we are holding our AGM at the home of Dot Hatfield, Park 
Lodge, Brent Street.  We meet at 8.00pm and you are very welcome to join us.  Please 
bring your thoughts for future meetings; it is always good to hear of new ideas for visits or 
speakers.
Please contact Julie if you require a lift to a meeting, 01278 751 229. Thank you. Ann

Women’s Institute
Our meeting in July was held on a beautiful afternoon at Ball Copse Hall.  
Thank you Sue for once again letting us use your house for our meeting.  
After the business meeting, we enjoyed tea, cakes and chat.
At the meeting on September 12th at the Parish Hall at 2.30pm, a 

representative from the Devon and Somerset Fire Service will be on hand to advise us 
about fire safety in the home.
It was regret that we learned of the death of one of our stalwart members, Maureen 
Sheppard, in August.  Maureen was a committee member for many years and was at our 
July meeting a couple of weeks before she passed away.  We will miss her. JMG

Make sure you’re registered to vote
Households in Sedgemoor have recently received a form asking residents to check 
whether the information that appears on the electoral register for those living at their 
address is correct, as part of Sedgemoor’s annual voter registration canvass. 
The aim of the form is to ensure that the electoral register is up to date and to identify 
any residents who are not registered so that they can be encouraged to do so.
Louise Potter, Elections manager at Sedgemoor District Council said:  “Anyone that 
wants to vote must be registered.  To make sure you are able to have your say in next 
year’s District and Parish elections, simply check the form when it arrives and return it as 
promptly as possible.”
“If you’re not currently registered, we’ll send you information explaining how to do this or 
you can just go online to apply to register at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.”
It is particularly important that anyone who has moved address recently looks out for the 
form and checks whether they are registered. 
Any residents who have any questions can contact the elections team at Sedgemoor 
District Council by calling 0300 303 7804. Claire Faun

Dog fouling in the village
Dog owners often want to have a “good press”, but make it difficult for themselves. 
A recent case happened in the Burton Row/Brent Street area where a poo bag was left 
on the footpath actually in sight of the new red bin provided by the Parish Council! 
What is the use of the council trying to improve the area when people do not use the 
facilities provided? Disappointed villager
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“200+ Club” July & August Draws
The July and August draws were made at the August Parish Hall committee meeting.  
The lucky numbers were drawn by committee members.  The winning numbers were:-
July No. Prize Name
First Prize 129 £   20 Mr D.R. Wootton Harp Road Brent Knoll
Second Prize 328 £   20 Cllr E. Scott Moorland Road Axbridge
Third Prize 51 £   16 Mr M. Hares Burton Row Brent Knoll
Fourth Prize 42 £   12 Mr & Mrs McFetridge Burton Row Brent Knoll
Fifth Prize 294 £   12 Mrs K.B. Wilcox Brent Street Brent Knoll
Sixth Prize 115 £   10 Mr N.A. Nussey Brent Street Brent Knoll
Seventh Prize 125 £     8 Mr & Mrs M.S.H. Simmonds Honiton Road Taunton
Eighth Prize 272 £     6 Mrs J. Peters Station Road Brent Knoll
August No. Prize Name
First Prize 106 £   20 Mrs R. Knott Brent Street Brent Knoll
Second Prize 285 £   20 Mr D.R. Wootton Harp Road Brent Knoll
Third Prize 167 £   16 Mr F. Adam-Khong Station Road Brent Knoll
Fourth Prize 127 £   12 Mrs K.M. Roberts The Willows Brent Knoll
Fifth Prize 198 £   12 Mrs A. Ellis Manor Ride Brent Knoll
Sixth Prize 298 £   10 Mr & Mrs D.J. Bull Church Lane Brent Knoll
Seventh Prize 362 £     8 Mr S. Burdge Brent Street Brent Knoll
Eighth Prize 109 £     6 Mr & Mrs T.C. Hannah Brent Street Brent Knoll
Thank you to all the members of the 2018 200+ Club: your support will help make sure 
that our Parish Hall continues to meet the needs of our local community and remains at 
it’s heart. Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator, Brent Knoll Parish Hall Committee

Brent Knoll Table Tennis Club
You would be more than welcome to come along; new 
members, old and young are always welcome!!!
We meet every Wednesday evening at the Parish Hall – sometimes 
8pm, sometimes 9pm - 10pm for games of doubles and singles - even if 
you can only play occasionally, please drop in or call :- 07414 868333.

John Mathews
Somerset Sight
The Mobile Advice Service is attending the following sites listed below, between 
10.30am until 3.30pm. The service is able to demonstrate items from liquid level 
indicators and talking watches to talking microwaves and video magnifiers. The 
vehicle also stocks mobility aids such as white walking sticks and canes, and games 
such as large print scrabble and playing cards. Somerset Sight also does a Volunteer 
Visiting Service, which provides one to one support for people with sight loss in their 
own homes or care homes throughout Somerset. The Volunteer can visit a person on 
a regular basis, usually weekly or fortnightly and help with a variety of things such as 
company and friendship, reading and correspondence, making and accessing 
appointments, going out for a drive and a cup of tea or assisting with shopping. There 
is an annual charge of £25 for this service.  If you have any questions then please do 
not hesitate to contact me. Kim Wilcox Village Agent 07943 555519 
kim@somersetrcc.org.uk.
Highbridge
ASDA Tuesday 4th September Kim Wilcox
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“Meet & Eat”
We hope that you have enjoyed your Summer break.  The next Meet and Eat will be on 
Monday, September 24th at 12.30pm in the Nuttall Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall.
We look forward to seeing you.  Liz might be away, so please book with Rosemary by 
Friday September 21st on 01278 769 010. Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella

Pastoral Care Groups
Since September 2014, there have been 
groups running for the villages of Brent 
Knoll, East Brent and Lympsham, 
supported by The Parish of Three Saints. 

Care Support Groups –
Alzheimer’s & Dementia 
Carers Group 
September 17th at 4pm at Brentcombe 
House, Church Road, East Brent, TA9 
4HZ  Tel Carla 01278 760 041 for details.
Comfort Group
Thursday September 20th at 2.30pm at Wayfarers, Brent Road, East Brent TA9 4DB
Tel Dot 01278 760 600 for details.
Bereaved Friends Group 
Thursday September 27th at 2.30pm at 2, The Worthings, Lympsham, BS24 0DJ.
Tel Margaret 01278 760 691 or Gwen 01934 750 416.
For further information, please contact myself or any of the others noted above.
These groups are open to all. Margaret Smith

Somerset Choral Society 
Autumn programme starts on Wednesday September 
5th at 7.30pm in the Concert Hall at Sidcot School
The Somerset Choral Society is a choir of around 50 voices and we will begin rehearsals 
for our autumn programme at 7.30pm on Wednesday 5th September in the Concert Hall 
of Sidcot School in Oakridge Lane, Winscombe, North Somerset.  Our next concert will 
be a candlelit concert of Advent and Christmas music on Saturday 24th November at 
7.30pm in St Mary’s Church, Wedmore.  We are always recruiting new members of any 
voice (SATB) and we will welcome all new recruits at this first or subsequent rehearsals 
(there are no auditions).  We rehearse each Wednesday evening except during Sidcot 
School Half Term.  You will find full details of our past performances, contacts and 
current programme on our website www.somersetsingers.wordpress.com.  We look 
forward to meeting you to sing. Paul Ashmore

Body’s Lane - Dog fouling
Please could dog walkers using this lane use the dog poo bin for their poo bags.  There 
has been a huge increase lately in the volume of full dog poo bags just left on the verge 
right the way down the lane, from road to the fields.
Lots of people use this path and there is a poo bin on the corner, please think of others.

A Concerned Resident
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Somerset Libraries Service Redesign
The Public Consultation period ran from January 2018 to 13th June 2018.  This is now 
closed.
We would like to thank all who have given their views.  All the responses we have 
received during the consultation period are now being analysed.  
Next steps
The dates and timescales set out below may change, and are provided to give an 
indication of the process and timescales beyond the consultation.
10th July 2018 A high level summary of the consultation results was presented to the 

County Council Scrutiny for Policies and Place Committee at a public 
meeting.

August/Sept. Analysis of the consultation results will take place.  Full results are 
likely to be published in September.

27th September Recommendations on the library service re-design will be published.
  9th October The County Council’s Scrutiny Committee for Policy and Place will 

meet to consider and debate the recommendations.
17th October Following the Scrutiny Committee meeting, the Cabinet will meet to 

take a final decision on the recommendations about the library network 
and the future funding allocated to each library by the County Council.

Nov ‘18 - Jan ’19 Depending on the decision, Community Library Partnership proposals 
may be developed and agreed, where expressions of interest have 
been received from individual communities.

Jan 19 - April ’19 Implementation of the Library Redesign programme will commence, 
and continue into the 2019-20 financial year. CMS

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ

SATURDAY 8th September
at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10.00am to 12 noon

Locally produced fresh Pork, Goat’s milk, cheese and meat, 
Eggs, Pickles and Preserves.  Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, 

Westcroft Cider, Cakes and Savouries, Handmade Cards, Silver & 
Beaded Jewellery, Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts, 

Dog Treats, Textiles, etc., CDs, DVDs, Books and Bric-a-Brac.
Plus Raffle

The Parish Café will be serving drinks & light snacks
Entrance FREE

Good Quality, Clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall (No Electrical Goods, please)
will be appreciated, (collection or delivery) or to Book a Table (£7 per table) 

Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308)                                  Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall
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WANT TO PLAY THE
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and
keyboard teacher in
Brent Knoll available
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught.

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 
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Up and over doors
Roller doors

Commercial shutters
Sectional doors
Side hung doors

Automation
Security Shutters

Repairs

01278 459 452
www.npgaragedoors.co.uk
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PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and
keyboard teacher in
Brent Knoll available
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Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
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osteopaths@manorlodgepractice.co.uk 
West Road, Lympsham, Nr Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS24 0EG

www.manorlodgepractice.co.uk

Manor Lodge
Practice

LISA COUNSELL D. O. Pg Dip (COCrF)

ZAC BEARD B.Ost

Tel: 01934 750419

Registered Osteopaths

MusculoSkeletal Treatment for back ache and joint problems.
Specialising in the cranial approach to children’s ailments.

Manor Lodge Practice_A6 Advert.indd   1 18/11/2015   14:17

LISA COUNSELL D.O. PG DIP (COCRF) 

ZAC BEARD B.OST 

GABRIELLA PARTONO B.OST
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café
20th October Harvest Supper 23rd/24th March Spring Book Fayre

the return of “The Fabulous Top Mix”! 27th April Jumble Sale
24th November Craft Fair   8th June Village Fête
2019 20th July Music on the Green with 
23rd February Another BAD Experience!!          “The Lipinski Band”
Next meetings – Monday, 10th September at 8pm in the “Jubilee Room” S Few

Developments at the Parish Hall
The Parish Hall committee has recently had a couple of projects completed at the Hall.
The first has been to completely refit the hall’s lighting throughout to LED.  This will help 
reduce running costs into the future.  The profits from this year’s 200+ Club went a long 
way to paying for this.
The second has been the installation of a new patio area outside the Jubilee Room.  This 
will make the area much more usable, particularly in the better weather and we hope will 
be a good place for those visiting the monthly Parish Café to sit and enjoy their tea and 
cake or bacon butties.  We were very touched to receive a legacy from Mary Frost and 
this has gone towards this enhancement of our Parish Hall Facilities.
Our Hall is always well used and, particularly during the week, the main hall is very busy.  
However, there are often slots available at weekends and the Jubilee Room is available 
at some times throughout the week.
You can usually check availability online via the village website at:-
http://brentknollvillage.co.uk/hall.htm where you can also see details of the hall and 
booking rates.  
If you are interested in booking the hall, please contact our Booking Secretary Jenny 
Butters via e-mail jenny.butters@onetel.com or phone 01278 760 477 or 07748 781593.
If you leave a message, please remember to give details of what you want to book, when 
and for how long and don’t forget to leave your name, address and telephone number:
you’d be surprised how many do!!
Thanks Bob Filmer, Chairman, Brent Knoll Parish Hall

Mama Mia 2 Here we go again
A very feel good film, although one did need a tissue occasionally.  It was a mixture of 
present day and flash backs to when Donna first arrived on the island and how she met 
the three fellas.  This was slightly confusing at first, but as the film went on, it became 
clearer and was an interesting back story.  Not quite sure Cher was the right person to be 
grandma, but it did give the reason for including Fernando as she sang it (a bit low) to 
the lovely Andy Garcia playing a character she had met many years ago.
Not quite as much singing as the first film, but we had Waterloo, Dancing Queen and
Super Trooper as well as some less well known songs.  At the end, a visit to the church 
on the cliff, up all those steps, for Sophie and Skye’s baby’s christening, where Meryl 
Streep made a cameo appearance as a ghost singing a beautiful song One Love, One
Life.
All the originals were there and Benny and Bjorn made an appearance as before.
Pierce Brosnan played the part of the grieving widower very well and all in all a very 
enjoyable evening. Pauline
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Lympsham Gardening Club
Future Meetings
Tuesday 11th Sept. 7.45pm at the Manor Hall Lympsham.  Growing Orchids with 

Howard Burnett.
Tuesday 18th Sept. 11am at Lympsham Sports Pavilion.  Autumn Coffee Morning.
Tuesday 9th Oct. 7.30pm at the Manor Hall Lympsham.  Sally Gregson, 

horticulturist, lecturer, author and owner of Mill Cottage Plants in 
Wookey, Somerset, will give a talk about how to prepare your 
garden for Winter.

Visitors welcome at all of our meetings. Mariette Denison

Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle
The Brent Knoll Classical Music Group meets at Ball Copse Hall.  Sessions are held 
every Monday evening from 24th September starting at 7pm and last for two hours.  
The term lasts until 10th December.  The cost for the term is £20, representing less 
than £2 per session!  This next term includes the theme of pieces inspired by 
birdsong.
I do hope you will join us.  I guarantee that you will hear some really good music, in 
pleasant surroundings, with great company.  Please contact Alan Spencer on 01278 
760 572 alanspencer2@compuserve.com if you are interested in attending.  If you are 
not sure, you can try a couple of weeks with no obligation.  The programme is 
available on the Brent Knoll Village Website, under Local Organisations 
http://www.brentknollvillage.co.uk/musicgroup.htm

Alan Spencer, Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle
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KENNY GORDON      
PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK & FIELD 
FENCING. 

EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT 

www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
Tel:  01278 760 642 / 07885 251 697 
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Your September Sudokus

Gentle 17 Clue Sudoku
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

A 7 1
B 6 9 8  
C 5 8 9
D 5 6 8
E 4 3
F 1 7 2
G 5 1
H 1 3 7
J 8 2 4

The Gentle Sudoku is based on an “Unsolvable” puzzle I put on an internet website each week. 
See www.sudokuwiki.org/sudoku.htm?bd=...7.....69....8....5..8.9.5....6.8....4..3..1...7...2.5.....1...13..7....8.2...4
I added an extra 1 in cell A6 to make it gentle.  You could try to solve it without the extra 1 if 
you are keen!
Just 8 persons sent answers in last month (on holiday and hot weather!).  Comments from 
solvers were: - “The hot weather kept me indoors, so time to do them!”; “We did these in the 
shade!” –  Solutions came from, Klaus Brenner, Pauline Chadwick, Mac Hares, Chris Marsh, 
Frankie and Geoff New, John Spiers, and Ted Toon.  Send entries to me please at 
david@flockman.com or 48, Brent Street. David Filmer
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request) are below:-

Tough (not too hard!) 17 Clue Sudoku

Archdeacon’s visit
We are pleased to say that The Venerable Anne Gell, Archdeacon of Wells will be taking 
a service of Parish Communion on Sunday 16th September at 10.00. am at St. Michaels, 
Church and we hope that people from the villages will join us. Mike Smith, Churchwarden

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

A 1 4 7
B 6 8  
C 3
D 2 8 3
E 5
F . 4 6 9
G

H 5 7
J 1 8

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

A 9 2 4 7 3 6 1 8 5

B 1 7 6 8 2 5 4 9 3  
C 3 8 5 4 9 1 6 2 7

D 2 3 9 5 4 8 7 1 6

E 5 1 8 2 6 7 3 4 9
F 4 6 7 9 1 3 8 5 2

G 6 9 2 3 8 4 5 7 1

H 7 4 1 6 5 2 9 3 8

J 8 5 3 1 7 9 2 6 4

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

A 4 7 8 3 9 6 5 2 1
B 1 6 5 4 8 2 3 7 9

  
C 3 2 9 5 1 7 6 8 4
D 8 3 6 1 2 9 4 5 7

E 9 4 2 6 7 5 1 3 8

F 5 1 7 8 4 3 9 6 2

G 2 5 4 9 6 8 7 1 3

H 7 9 3 2 5 1 8 4 6

J 6 8 1 7 3 4 2 9 5
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How Safe Is Your Water Supply?
Having a private water supply can be a real boon. Cheaper than mains water, control over 
chemical additives and often with better pressure, a private supply is also not subject to 
imposed drought restrictions. Many farms, businesses and homes rely on a private supply 
either through preference or practicality. Indeed, the South West has around one third of all 
the private supplies in England. Cool, fresh and delicious - spring water on tap can be one 
of the perks of rural living.
The quality of private water supplies, however, can be extremely variable. It’s vital to ensure 
the safety of your supply for yourself, your guests, livestock or customers. In fact, it’s a legal 
requirement if you run a commercial activity where you supply water to your customers, such 
as a campsite, B&B or rental property. Owners can help safeguard their supplies by 
protecting from contamination by livestock and other hazards, installing treatment apparatus, 
and making sure the water is stored and distributed safely before use.
Private water supplies often pose a health risk because they are not managed or tested in 
the same way as public supplies. Common problems include bacteria, heavy metals such 
as iron, manganese, aluminium, lead and arsenic, as well as nitrates, nitrites, ammonia and 
other minerals. Sometimes the contamination may affect the appearance, taste or smell of 
the water but it is often not obvious. The best way to be sure your supply is fit for use is to 
have regular testing carried out.
Professional testing should include metals such as iron, zinc, lead, nickel and copper that 
may result from deteriorating pipework or other sources. It should also report on chemical 
levels from disinfection products. The key benefit of engaging a reputable professional 
laboratory is that they can provide microbiological testing, which will identify health hazards 
such as E.coli. Not all labs offer this service, so always check what is included when 
choosing a company. It is highly recommended that a laboratory accredited by the United 
Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) is used rather than internet testing kits, which are 
very unreliable and often give misleading results.
Somerset Scientific Services, part of Somerset County Council, have been supplying 
impartial advice and testing for over 50 years. Contact them for information or a quote for a 
comprehensive UKAS accredited testing package.
SSSmailbox@somerset.gov.uk - 01823 355906 - www.somersetscientificservices.co.uk

“I saw that Antiques Roadshow the other evening.  It’s amazing where people find 
these things, of course it’s got to be over fifty years old, and may have been useful 

years ago, but now it’s value may have gone up, but also it may have gone down in value!” 
“I think I’ve got something at home with a description like that!” 

“You have!  What’s that then?” 
“My mother-in-law!” 

“You are asking for trouble you are!” 
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The Ultimate 
Commitments  
and Blues Brothers 
Experience
Friday 28 Sept, 8pm

Box Office: 01278 556677

For more events and information visit 
www.mcmillantheatre.com

The McMillan Theatre, Bath Road, 
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4PZ

National Theatre Live
King Lear
Thursday 27 September 
7pm

The Story of the 
Beach Boys:  
a tribute
Saturday 15 September 
7.30pm

When You’re  
Smiling
Thursday 13 September 
2pm
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Bespoke Gates 
and Garage 

Doors Limited 

Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel :  01278 760068

e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality 

bespoke wooden gates
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Nature diary for September
When you receive this BKN, the Summer will almost be over but it is worth looking back 
on the exceptional weather and its effect on wildlife.  In my last two diaries I have 
highlighted the unusual nature of this year’s weather and the effect that this is had on 
wildlife.  However, looking back over the Summer as a whole, some of the problems with 
migration seem to have sorted themselves out.  The heatwave has also produced some 
good butterfly counts, and I shall highlight some of these.  Then there is a bird sighting 
during August that I want to report. 
First the swallows did nest in the church porch after all but they didn’t do so until mid-
June, so they would appear to have missed out on the opportunity of two broods.  It has 
been interesting watching them fledge.  One of the things I have noted is that the nest 
appears to be used as a roost for a significant time after the young have fledged and can 
fly.  The problem with this behaviour is the continuing mess that they generate in the 
porch!  Second, whilst blackcaps “did not sing in May”, we had one visiting our garden 
and singing regularly during July.  So the Summer migrants did breed but rather later 
than usual.
Each week from April to September, I try to do a butterfly walk over the Knoll and record 
all the butterflies I see.  The results are recorded on the Butterfly Conservation national 
website.  On some of the walks this year, I have recorded the highest counts I have ever 
encountered.  The long period of hot weather has encouraged butterflies and on one 
walk the total count was the highest number of butterflies that I have ever seen on a 
single walk.  On some stretches of the walk I had difficulty counting the numbers of 
meadow browns as they “swarmed” off the flowers on the bramble bushes.  These are 
the commonest butterfly that we see during June and July, and may make up 90% of the 
total for the walk.  Commas have been present in bigger numbers than usual.  They are 
very striking orange butterflies that fly strongly along hedgerows.  When they settle, the 
jagged wing edges and the white comma on the underwing make identification easy.  
Common blue butterflies live in colonies and there appear to be only two regular 
colonies on my walk, one at the top of the Knoll and one on Sue Boss’s field.  This year 
they have been appearing at a number of points on the walk, particularly on the footpath 
just above the church.  Sadly small tortoiseshells and peacocks have had a bad year 
with very few sightings.  The dry weather shriveled the nettles on which their caterpillars 
feed, and this may be the cause of their poor showing.
However the real highlight of the Summer for me came at the end of a butterfly walk as I 
came down Hill Lane when I spotted 3 birds of prey flying lazily over the field below Ball 
Copse Hall.  As they flew closer I was able to identify them as red kites.  In the last 
century the red kite was persecuted and the population dwindled to a few pairs in central 
Wales.  A reintroduction programme was set up in the late 1980s, initially in the Chilterns 
and then in other parts of the country.  Red kites feed on carrion and the releases were 
accompanied by the provision of special feeding stations at which meat was put out.  
This reintroduction has been one of the real success stories in nature conservation 
because the kites have increased their numbers dramatically and spread out from their 
release sites.  An ornithologist friend has told me that the birds I saw will have been non-
breeding young birds, and these are commonly seen around Somerset.  So, if you see a 
large bird, slimmer than a buzzard, flying lazily overhead look carefully at its tail.  If it is 
forked it is a red kite. Ged Keele
Just for Fun – Quotation
Arnold Bennet: Journalists say things that they know aren’t true, in the hope that if they 
keep on saying it long enough, it will be true RW
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Grants for health projects now available
Applications are now open for Sedgemoor District Council’s Community Health Fund, 
which has monies available to spend on health-focussed projects across the district.
Community groups, registered charities, leisure centres, housing providers, activity clubs, 
children’s centres and workplaces amongst others, are all being encouraged to come up 
with their own project ideas based on local health and wellbeing needs and then bid for 
up to £1,000 to support their project.
Projects must be focussed around one or more of the following themes and must be 
sustainable and measureable
• Physical Activity - increasing opportunities for, and levels of, physical activity within 

Sedgemoor communities.
• Healthy Eating – promotion of food growing, healthy eating, cooking skills, access to 

healthy foods.
• Weight Management- reducing levels of overweight/obesity within Sedgemoor 

communities.
• Promoting emotional and physical wellbeing through projects which address 

loneliness and isolation by engaging new people 
Funding could be used to support a whole raft of projects for example new activity 
classes, clubs which support weight loss or reducing social isolation, teaching how to 
prepare healthy meals on a budget or general cookery skills. Whilst match-funding is not 
strictly required, projects that have some percentage of match funding in place will be 
favoured.
The closing date for applications is Friday 21st September.  For more details or to 
download an application form visit www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/healthylifestyles Claire Faun

British Legion Coffee Morning
We are having a coffee morning on Saturday September 1st, 10.30am-12 noon at 
Meadow Vale, 167, Brent Street.
We are hoping to raise money to buy more artificial poppies to decorate the church for 
Remembrance Sunday, on this most important anniversary.
There will be a Bring & Buy, home grown or homemade, if possible.
Everyone is welcome. Sally Wingate

Swimming with men
This film starred Rob Bryden, Jim Carter (from Downton Abbey) and Jane Horrocks.  It 
was about a group of men, all with some problems, getting together to form a 
synchronised swimming club.  Rob Bryson, bored with his job as an accountant and his 
marriage feeling as if it is falling apart, goes swimming after work and eventually joins the 
group.  They end up entering the World Championships for men’s synchronised 
swimming (a true competition) and training every day with all that entails, gym workouts, 
running and swimming under a lady coach who works at the pool.
This had similarities to The Full Monty in that the men had problems and needed to do 
something to forget them.
Rob’s wife and son do not believe in the championships until they see it on the internet, 
but it is too late to go then.
Anyway, all ends well, the team perform really well, do a final manoeuvre involving 
throwing one of the team in a somersault and come 2nd (7 teams took part).
On getting back home from Croatia, they put on a dry land performance for Rob’s wife 
and all ends happily.  Funny and moving at the same time.  Pauline
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Secure Caravan Storage 
Gary and Sarah Bowden 

G&S Storage 
Tel: 01934 750298 
Mob:07970 950707 

Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ 
www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5 
Insurance approved – CaSSOA (Gold) 

CCTV  
Hard standing with easy access 

Wash facility 
Storage containers to rent 

OPEN ALL YEAR
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WHERE IN OUR VILLAGE
Each month the BKN will have a small picture quiz – no prizes, but I hope 
you may enjoy guessing where the object shown is located within the 
Parish boundary.

Last month’s object is a light over the gate entrance to St Michaels 
House opposite the church.
This month’s object should not be too difficult, as it is fairly 
prominent and the date may also give a clue. So where is it?

The answer will be shown next month. JaPe

Glimpsing the glory of God
Recently Jane and I made our first trip to Iona, which is accessed by small boat from the 
adjacent island of Mull.  According to tradition, Columba and twelve companions went 
there in 563AD.  The monastery they founded became a centre of mission and teaching 
and played a crucial role in the conversion to Christianity of Scotland and the Anglo-
Saxon Kingdom of Northumberland.  
However, during the Viking invasions, the monastery was destroyed and abandoned, 
until 1938 when the Revd George MacLeod re-founded a community there and rebuilt 
the Abbey.  MacLeod was an unconventional and at times controversial figure.  He 
became a pacifist, despite having serving in World War One.  He saw action in Greece 
and then at Ypres and Passchendaele for which he was awarded the Military Cross and 
the French Croix de Guerre for bravery. 
After ordination he turned his back on prosperous prestigious parishes to become 
minister at Govan, a parish in a poor part of Glasgow with considerable social problems. 
However, he is best remembered for founding the Iona Community as an international 
ecumenical community, which emphasised mission, political involvement, the ministry of 
healing and worship.  Through this, he sought to keep the Church connected with an 
increasingly secular industrial society. 
It is whilst on Iona, that he is attributed with popularizing the concept of “Thin Places”, a 
concept which comes from Celtic Christianity.  Celts believed that in some places God’s
presence seems more tangible, more accessible than elsewhere. Places where heaven 
and earth seem to touch, where the holy and the human meet.  Places where the Spirit of 
God is at work in ways that we can sense, where both beauty and brokenness co-exist. 
I believe that God can and does meet us everywhere, that he is present with us on every 
step of life’s journey. Nonetheless, for those early Celtic Christians on Iona, looking at 
where sky and sea met, it must have seemed that they were on the edge of the world, 
where heaven and earth met. We were only on Iona for a day, but as we left I felt I had 
glimpsed something of the glory of God and that something of the peace of God was 
coming back with me.
May the Lord be with us all, wherever we are and whatever we do.

The Rt Revd Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells

Just for Fun – Definitions?
“Egotist” – Someone who is usually me-deep in conversation.
“Handkerchief” – Cold storage.
“Inflation” – Cutting money in half, without damaging the paper.
“Mosquito” – An insect that makes you like flies better. The Friendly Pharmacist
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – June-July 2018
The weather in June and July was dominated by high pressure, and the result was 
an exceptionally dry June and below-average rainfall in July.  Persistently high 
temperatures broke records for both months, and June saw record low humidity 
levels too.
June began with high pressure to the north of the UK and low to the south.  It was 
warm and uncomfortably humid with a good deal of cloud, but we had sunny 
intervals for the Fête followed by a couple of warm, sunny days.  On the 14th, the 
high pressure receded to allow Storm Hector to pass north of Scotland, bringing our 
first rain of the month – a whole 0.6mm – and lows following in Hector’s wake took the total 
to 2.0mm over the next few days.  That was the only rain we recorded in June.
On the 19th, high pressure from the Azores extended across southern Britain pushing the 
lows to the north – the reverse of the situation in the first half of the month – and for the 
remainder of June, we were under a large area of high pressure with clear skies and 
sunshine.  This spell produced the highest temperature of the month, with 30.1°C (86°F) 
recorded on the 26th, but in contrast to early June the air was very dry.  Humidity fell to 30% 
on many afternoons, and to just 17% on the 26th; while this may have made the heat a little 
easier to bear, it dried out the ground even more.
The high pressure moved off east on 1st July allowing an Atlantic low to bring us rain, and we 
recorded 4mm - twice June’s total - in 10 minutes during the afternoon.  By the 6th, high 
pressure had returned and it was back to the clear skies and hot sunshine; but this time a 
welcome sea breeze took the edge off temperatures most afternoons, and there was even 
the occasional shower.
This high stayed with us until it moved off east on the 26th, making way for cool, unstable air.  
The east of the UK saw some torrential thunderstorms and we had a rumble or two as well, 
but the rainfall here was not enough to soak the ground.  The cooler air made a welcome 
change, though.
June and July both set new average temperature records for this weather station – 17.6°C 
(64°F) for June and 19.3°C (67°F) for July are both about 2°C above normal.  June’s 2.0mm 
(0.1in) was the lowest rainfall we have recorded in any month, and July was dry too with 
17mm (0.7in).  That low humidity in June was also a new record.
This dry weather has prompted comparisons with the drought of 1976, so I have looked up 
the Met Office rainfall records for that year.  There was a rain gauge near the junction of 
Station Road and Crooked Lane at that time, but readings ceased in May 1976 so I have 
checked records for a gauge at Brambles Road in Burnham.  They tell us that rainfall from
January to July 1976 was 188mm, about half the average; this year’s total for the same 
period is 340.8mm, with the dry June and July being offset by a wet Spring.  Despite the 
recent low rainfall, then, this year’s dry spell can’t compete with 1976 - and at the time of 
writing (early August), I still think the Knoll was browner then than it is now.
. Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY
our Parish Clerk, Owen Cullwick

will be holding a Parish Surgery on
Wednesday, September 5th

4.30pm to 6pm
Jubilee Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall

Please use this opportunity to meet your Parish Clerk to discuss any issues
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Useful Village Contacts: Contact e-mail Telephone
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll Carole Carter office.tpots@gmail.com 769082
Parochial Church Council, Secretary, Carole Carter office.tpots@gmail.com 769082
Church Administrator Carole Carter office.tpots@gmail.com 769082
Church Warden Miss Frances James 760287

Mike Smith 760691
Church Cleaners Weit Harper 760803
Church Flowers Mrs Marion Vining 760612
Poppy Organiser Mrs Sally Wingate 760610
Brass Cleaners Miss Frances James 760287
Methodist Church, Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk 784808

Janet Southwell 760445
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers 783920
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Tom Kelly, 422703
Member of Parliament James Heappey James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk 01749 343255
County Councillor Bob Filmer BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk 760760
District Councillor Bob Filmer bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk 760760

Andrew Gilling Andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk 01934 750580
Parish Council, Clerk Owen Cullwick clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk 07917 445215

Chairman Richard Hall 769256
Planning enquiries Cynthia Trivett-Bill 760198
Footpath Contact Peter Osborn 760839

Parish Hall Booking Secretary Jenny Butters jenny.butters@onetel.com 760477
Bazaar Eddie Fuller 760308
Chairman Bob Filmer bob@flockman.com 760760
Secretary Sandra Few sjfizzard@aol.com 760451

Doctor Dr S L Aung 760313
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline 111
WRVS Prescription Service 760313
Brent Knoll Primary School Chris Burman office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk 760546
Toddlers Group Jane Hannah timothyhannah@aol.com 760629
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School Cathy Hurley 769126
Village Shop Caroline Chennells 760225
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster) Manshu Shah 769281
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor Bob Filmer bob@flockman.com 760760

Distribution Elaine & Eddie Fuller 760308
Police Non-Emergency Number 101
Rhyne Problems Lower Axe Draining Board 789906
Village Agent Kim Wilcox Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk 07943 555519
National Trust Honorary Ranger Ged Keele 769010
Village Societies:
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD) Sarah Joyce 787493
Cancer Research Campaign t.b.c.
Conservative Branch Bob Filmer bob@flockman.com 760760
Ecumenical Group Revd. Margaret Trapp 760573
Good Companions Mrs Ann Robson 760981
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows Jane Sinnott jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk
Horticultural Society (Burnham) t.b.c.
Royal British Legion Rod Southwell 760445
Short Mat Bowling Club Alan Castle 760424
Table Tennis Club John Mathews 07414 868333
Tennis Club Alison Hillyer 01934 815407
Women’s Institute Janet Southwell 760445
Women’s Society Julie Baker 751229
E&OE
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The Red Cow 
 Sat Night Special  FRIDAY NIGHT is 
 Sirloin Steak- £16.50 CURRY Night - £7.00p 
 Rump Steak - £15.50 Homemade Chicken Curry 
 Large Beer Garden Popadom & Chutney 
  Function Room  Traditional Food Tel: 01278 760 234 

Our Menu is available as a Take Away 
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WANT TO PLAY THE
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and
keyboard teacher in
Brent Knoll available
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught.

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 
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Brent Knoll
Scarecrow Weekend 

22nd and 23rd September 2018
Daily 10am – 4pm

Great 
fun for 
all the 
family

              

This year’s theme:

BOOK AND COMIC CHARACTERS

Info: brentknollscarecrows.weebly.com 
Start at the Parish Hall in the centre of the village and get your Trail Sheets (£1), free maps.   

Food and drinks served all day on both days, raffle, storytellers, photo boards,  
scarecrow scrapheap challenge  

Come along and have some fun!    Walk it, cycle it, drive it – bring the dog! 

Organised by Girlguiding Brent Knoll 

50
scarecrows 
to find all 
over the 
village!
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BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE 

SCARECROW WEEKEND

22nd & 23rd September 2018

WOW!!! WE HAVE HAD AN AMAZING RESPONSE FROM VILLAGERS WITH ENTRIES - SO FAR WE HAVE 
HAD 21 ENTRIES (as at 14.06.18) AND THE THEME HAS ONLY BEEN ANNOUNCED FOR 2 WEEKS!! 

HOWEVER, WE STILL NEED YOUR ENTRY – THIS WILL ENABLE BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE TO PUT ON A 
GREAT WEEKEND SO, GO ON, GO FOR IT AND GET INVOLVED!! 

The past 6 years we had an absolutely fantastic response from the village with approximately 60 
scarecrows each year, and the atmosphere in the village over the weekend has been fabulous.

We would very much appreciate your support and enthusiasm for the event again this year.

Our theme this year is

‘‘BOOK AND COMIC
- CHARACTERS’’

Children’s books, classic books, adult books, biographies, autobiographies, comics – there are 
plenty of books to choose characters from. Choose from your favourite book, a family favourite or 
even a local author – as always, props could be endless!!!  It’s up to you!!

With the possibility of winning over £125 in prizes (thanks to our kind local sponsors) as well as 
supporting our local rainbow, brownie & guide groups, it’s a struggle to find a good reason not to 
take part in this Scarecrow Trail.

And it’s FREE to enter!!  So go on, together with your family or group, put your thinking caps on; 
search the loft or shed for ideas, reminisce or browse the internet, choose your character and 
send in your entry form.  Note: Entries must be returned to Jane Sinnott no later than Saturday 1st

September 2018.

Newbie to the village or not entered before?  This could be your year!  Join in the fun! If you 
have any queries with regard to the arrangements, need ideas or need to know how to make or 
position your scarecrow, please contact the organisers – we will be happy to help!

FULL DETAILS AND PHOTOS OF PREVIOUS YEARS ON THE BK SCARECROW WEBSITE 
http://brentknollscarecrows.weebly.com.

Little tip - GET YOUR ENTRY IN AS SOON AS YOU KNOW WHAT YOU WANT TO DO!!

Characters will be reserved on receipt of completed entry forms. If your chosen character has 
already been reserved, we will contact you on receipt of your application, so you can choose an 
alternative.

PRIZES AND SPONSORS
Best Scarecrows

£50 first prize kindly donated by Mike and Fiona of M & F Carpets and Flooring, Burnham on Sea
£30 second prize kindly donated by Gary Berryman Estate Agents

£20 third prize kindly donated by Dani of Beauty No 5 Sports & Beauty Therapy

For the Trail Prize

£25 prize for one lucky winner kindly donated by Paula of Smart-Feet Foot Care.
We are very grateful to these four local businesses for their support.

We hope everyone in the village will take part in this event by either making their own scarecrow or taking 
part in the trail. 
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Brent Knoll Scarecrow Trail - Rules and Guidelines 

The competition and trail will run from the 22nd September and 23rd September 2018 – 10am – 4pm 
each day.  Scarecrow entries, however, must be in by 1st September 2018.  Scarecrows need to be visible 
each day of the Trail from 9.30am to 4.30pm.   
Organisations and families entering a scarecrow in the competition should do their best to maintain 
their scarecrow in good condition throughout the trail.  It is recommended that scarecrows in the front 
of garden of private houses are set back from their front boundary fences to minimize the risk of 
vandalism.  The organisers take no responsibility for any damage to property or scarecrows.  If you wish 
to restrict access to your property, please erect a notice to that effect at the front boundary of your 
property.  (People following the trail are unlikely to pass through gates, but may well walk up open 
driveways.)  Commercial premises may wish to display their scarecrow either standing or seated outside 
during the hours they are open and in the window when closed.  
The organisers will provide a laminated A4 poster that must be displayed with your scarecrow. 
The organisers will take photographs of all the registered scarecrows during the two days of the Trail.  
Registration of a scarecrow permits the trail organizers to use these photographs for publicity purposes. 
The first prize for the best scarecrow is £50 sponsored by Mike and Fiona of M & F Carpets and Flooring, 
Burnham on Sea, the second prize is £30 sponsored by Gary Berryman Estate Agents and the third prize 
is £20 sponsored by Dani of Beauty No 5 Sports & Beauty Therapy. The prize for the completed trail 
sheets (drawn from a hat if more than one correct entry) is £25 sponsored by Paula of Smart-Feet Foot 
Care.  All prizes are accompanied by a certificate and decided by a panel of judges chosen by the 
organisers.  The judge’s decision will be final and there can be no dispute.  The prize winners will be 
announced in the Parish Hall on Saturday 22nd September at 3pm. 
The theme this year is “Book and Comic Characters”.  Characters will be reserved on receipt of 
completed entry forms.  If your chosen character has already been reserved, we will contact you on 
receipt of your application so you can choose an alternative.  All scarecrows should be approximately 
one and a half to two metres tall and props may be used.  Thought should be given to how well materials 
used might weather during the weekend.  See the simple scarecrow-building guide for some helpful 
hints on the Scarecrow website.   
Entry is open to any household in Brent Knoll village and any organisations or businesses in the village.  
This year we will be offering 5 entries to anyone living outside of the village but who have a connection 
with the village (work or attend a club in the village, children attend Brent Knoll School, Tadpoles pre-
School, Guides, Brownies or Rainbows).  If you need a location to display your scarecrows please contact 
the organisers for details on display locations. 
Completed entry forms must be submitted no later than 1st September: priority will be given to early 
applicants should we have to limit the numbers.  
If you have any further questions, please text Jane Sinnott on 07929 939 270 or                email:  
bkscarecrow@hotmail.co.uk. 
Website for further information:  http://brentknollscarecrows.weebly.com 

Manor Lodge Practice
We are delighted to welcome Gabriella Partono as a new member of our team of osteopaths at 
the Practice. 
Gabriella spent four years training at the European School of Osteopathy in the UK and then 
moved to New Zealand where she worked both in the north and south islands.  Recently 
returned to settle in Somerset with her partner and baby, she is looking forward to treating 
individuals from all walks of life ‐ from new-born babies to our slightly older patients.  Having 
worked for a New Zealand National League women’s football team, Gabriella is also well placed 
to treat and rehabilitate acute sports injuries.
Gabriella will be working on Tuesday afternoons and, to suit those with a busy working week, on 
Saturday mornings.  Appointments with Gabriella should be made through the Practice in the 
usual way. 01934 750419 or 07815 417063. Lisa Counsell
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Crossword Answers
Across
2) Trek
4) USA
6) Keats
7) Rye
9) Ascend
11)Skinny
15)Isolate
16)Esther

20)Ribena
23)Amp
25)Tubes
26)Tor
27)Dray

Down
1) Purr
2) Takes
3) Evade
5) Aside
8) Yank
10)Can
11)Snip
12)Irons

13)Neath
14)Dear
17)The
18)Exam
19)Orate
21)Babar
22)Nasty
24)Pork

Roy Ainsworth
      

Thank You
In recent weeks, I have had a lot of help 
from many people in many different 
ways.  I feel it would be good to say a 
huge thank you for the indoor plant and 
garden pots and basket watering, both 
whilst I was in hospital and then staying 
with friends to recuperate.  For the 
watering afterwards until I was able to 
do it myself.  For visits, trips out, 
shopping done, washing and ironing 
done, books lent, groceries delivered 
from the post office, delivering my Brent 
Knoll News for me, cleaning, bits of 
gardening (made me feel better) 
company, phone calls lifts to church and 
other places I needed to go.  Bed 
making and washing hung on the line.
So many things and lots of people, so 
many I won’t mention names.
It made life much easier - there is a lot 
of kindness in the world.
Thank you all.             Pauline Chadwick

Dessert Island Discs
Come and have your appetites whetted by listening to pieces of classical music 
chosen by local people.  Brian Freestone will chair the evening, assisted by the 
computer expertise of John Page.

Saturday 6th October 7.30pm
Tickets £6 from Brent Knoll Village Shop or Ged Keele (01278 769 010) 
Light Refreshments available (with cash bar).
Proceeds will go towards the Friends of St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll BDF

Just for Fun – Quotation
Samuel Butler 1835 – 1902:  It has I believe, often been remarked, that a hen is only an 
egg’s way of making another egg! RW
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Diary for September 2018 Page
1st Royal British Legion Coffee Morning Meadow Vale 10.30-12 noon 40
3rd ‘Time of Prayer’ Methodist Church 8.45-10.30am 4
3rd Short Mat Bowls (Every Monday) Parish Hall 2.00pm
4th Somerset Sight ASDA Highbridge 10.30am-3.30pm 24
4th LEBE’s Community Café (Every Tuesday) Pavilion, Lympsham 11.00-3pm 16
4th Royal British Legion Red Cow 7.30pm 16
4th Knoll Group of Ringers (Every Tuesday) St. Michael’s Church 7.30pm-9pm
5th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House Early!!
5th Parish Surgery Jubilee Room 4.30-6pm 12,44
5th Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room 7.00pm 12

Parish Council Meeting Jubilee Room to follow immediately
5th Somerset Choral Society Sidcot School 7.30pm 27
5th Table Tennis Club (Every Wednesday) Parish Hall 8/9.00-10pm 24
6th All-Sorts Community Choir (Every Thursday) St Mary’s Church 7.30-9.30pm
8th Bazaar, Farmer’s Market & Parish Café Parish Hall 10.00-12 noon28,31
9th Edith’s Dream – Family Funday & Dog Show Battleborough Lane 1pm 47

10th Parish Hall Committee Jubilee Room 8.00pm 31
11th Toddlers (Every Tuesday) Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 8
11th Lympsham Gardening Club - Orchids Manor Hall, Lympsham 7.45pm 32
12th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House Early!!
12th Women’s Institute – Fire Safety in the home Parish Hall 2.30pm 23
14th Mobile Library [Friday] Village Shop 10.05-10.50am
15th Book Fayre, Burnham Community Centre Berrow Road 10.00am-2pm 53
15th Deadline for October Brent Knoll News 12.00 noon 54
16th Archdeacon’s Visit St Michael’s Church 10.00am 35
17th WI Craft Group Methodist Schoolroom 2.30pm 16
17th Alzheimer & Dementia Carers Group Brentcombe House 4.00pm 27
18th Lympsham Gardening Club – Coffee Morning Pavilion, Lympsham 11.00am 32
18th “And if it’s True?” St Mary’s Church 7.30pm-9pm
19th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House Early!!
19th Good Companions - “Wildlife around the Knoll” Parish Hall 2.30pm 16
19th Parish Council – Provisional Planning meeting Jubilee Room 7.00pm 12
20th Comfort Group Wayfarers 2.30pm 27
22nd Scarecrow Weekend Brent Knoll 10.00am-4pm50-52
23rd Scarecrow Weekend Brent Knoll 10.00am-4pm50-52
23rd Autumnal Equinox - First Day of Autumn 
24th Meet & Eat Nuttall Room 12.30pm 27
24th Classical Music Circle – Birdsong inspired Ball Copse Hall 7.00pm 32
26th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House Early!!
27th Women’s Society – AGM Park Lodge, Brent Street 8.00pm 23
27th Bereaved Friends Group 2, The Worthings, Lympsham 2.30pm 27
Anything missing? Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Diary and Website

Deadline for the October 2018 Issue –
All contributions to be received by NOON on Saturday 15th September, to:- Bob,       
e-mail: bob@flockman.com.  The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views 
expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of 
the editor or the standpoint of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to 
edit or amend any contribution.

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

YOUR  

ADVERT 

HERE 

Contact 

Bob Filmer 

Tel 760 760 

or  
bob@flockman.com  
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